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Definition and Scope of the Problem

ÅThe DEA defines Drug Diversion as 

Å ñéthe use of prescription medications for recreational purposesò or 

the use of licit medications for illicit purposes.

ÅWhere does drug diversion occuré 

Å Hospitals

Å Nursing homes

Å Private Homes



Scope of the Problem

ÅDiversion in hospital:

Å Very few studies have been conducted and very few statistics exist 

regarding drug diversion at hospitals across the United StateséIt's 

largely underestimated. It happens in all hospitalsò (National 

Association of Drug Diversion Investigators, 2014).

Å The number of hospital employees who abuse drugs is rising at 

roughly the same rate as that of non-healthcare professionals. The rise 

in abuse is leading to more deathséIn 1999, there were fewer than 

4,000 overdose deaths from the types of opioid analgesics frequently 

abused, compared to around 12,000 in 2008 (The National Institute on 

Drug Abuse, 2009)



Scope of the Problem

ÅDiversion in nursing homes:

Å The former director of a Georgia assisted living facility was sentenced 

to one year in prison for stealing a residentôs prescription medications. 

A federal investigation linked her to the theft of nearly 4000 

prescription painkillers prescribed for the facilityôs residents (The 

Florida Times-Union, Dec. 4, 2009).



Scope of the Problem

ÅDiversion in patient residences:

Å ñOpioid diversion is perhaps one of the more tragic realities in health 

care todayétreating pain in the home gives countless individuals 

access to pain medications originally intended for the dying patient.ò 

(Baumrucker, et al., 2009).

Å ñThefts of prescription medications from medicine cabinets in homes 

has become more and more commonò (Montour Co District Attorney: 

Testimony before the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 2013).



Relationship between Aging,Pain and Opioids.

Å ñ10,000 people will turn 65 every day and continue to do so for the next 20 

years; by 2030, one out of every five Americans will be 65 or older.ò (Alliance 

for Aging Research, 2012).

Å Approximately one-third of all prescription drugs in the US are used by older 

adults even though elders accounted for only 13% of the population 

(National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2005).

Å ñLittle is known about the specific motivations for prescription opioid misuse 

and diversion among the elderlyò (Levi-Menzi, et al., 2013)

Å Cohort differences (ñbaby boomersò) may lead to increased prescription 

seeking in the elderly.


